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Matei Bejenaru is an artist and initiator of Periferic
Biennial in lasi, Romania (Wwww.periferic.org). Esta-
blished in 1997 as a performance festival, Periferic
transformed into an international contemporary
art biennial defined as a platform for discussions
on the historical, socio-political and cultural con-
text of lasi. Together with a group of artists and
philosophers from lasi, Matei Bejenaru founded in
2001 the Vector Association, a contemporary art in-
stitution which supported the local emerging art
scene to become locally and internationally visible.
He is also member of the editorial stuff of Vector -
art and culture in context magazine, a publication
that mainly analyses the regional artistic and cul-
tural situation of the South East European coun-
tries, in the process of transition, and the Middle
East region, subdued to the pressures of conflicts.

As an artist, he is socially engaged in analyzing
the way globalization affects postcommunist
countries labor force and rapidly changes mentali-
ties and lifestyles. In 2003, for the second edition
of Tirana Biennial he installed a water post in the
center of the city offering a free water distribution
for Albanian inhabitants. In 2004, he initiated the
cARTier project, a socio-cultural project aiming to
regenerate a workers district from lasi. In 2005, he
published in the Idea Magazine and later exhibited
at Thyssen-Bornemisza Contemporary Art in Vienna,
a Travelling Guide for Romanian illegal workers. In
2007, he developed the project Impreuna/Together
involving the Romanian community from UK and
showed it at Tate Modern — Level 2 Gallery. In 2008
he participated in the Taipei Biennial where he pre-
sented the video Maersk Dubai, a documentary
about the assassination of three Romanian
immigrants.

Matei Bejenaru je umjetnik, pokretac Periferic Bien-
niala koji se odrzava u rumunjskom gradu lasiju
(www. periferic.org). Utemeljen 1997. godine kao
festival performansa, Periferic se transformirao u
medunarodni bijenale suvremene umjetnosti
definiran kao platforma za diskusije o povijesnom,
drustveno-politickom i kulturnom kontekstu lasija.
Sa skupinom umjetnika i filozofa iz lasija 2001. os-
novao je Vector Association, instituciju suvremene
umjetnosti koja podrzava lokalnu umjetnicku sce-
nu u nastajanju i podize njenu vidljivost na lokalnoj
i medunarodnoj razini. Takoder je ¢lan urednickog
tima casopisa Vector - art and culture in context, pu-
blikacije koja najvecim dijelom analizira regionalnu
umjetnicku i kulturnu situaciju juznoeuropskih dr-
Zava u procesima tranzicije te bliskoistocnu regiju
pritisnutu konfliktima.

U svojim radovima drustveno je angaZiran u
analiziranju nacina na koji globalizacija pogada
radnu snagu postkomunistickih drZava i ubrzano
mijenja mentalitete i Zivotne stilove. 2003. godine,
za drugo izdanje Tirana Bienniala, instalirao je vo-
denu oazu u sredistu grada omogucujuci alban-
skom stanovnistvu besplatnu pitku vodu. 2004. za-
poceo je projekt cARTier, drustveno-kulturni pro-
jekt s ciljem obnavljanja radnicke cetvrti iz lasija.
2005. je u ldea Magazine objavio, a kasnije te godi-
ne u Thyssen-Bornemisza Contemporary Art u Becu
izloZio Travelling Guide - turisticki vodic za ilegalne
radnike. 2007. razvija projekt Impreuna/Together
koji ukljucuje rumunjsku zajednicu iz Ujedinjenog
Kraljevstva te ga izlaZe u Tate Modernu - Level 2
Gallery. 2008. godine sudjeluje na Taipei Biennialu,
gdje je predstavio video Maersk Dubai, dokumenta-
rac o ubojstvu trojice rumunjskih imigranata.

dobar dan, moje ime je
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